








  

June 9, 2005 
 
Mr. Bruce Wolfe 
California Regional Water Quality Control San Francisco Bay Region 
1515 Clay Street, Suite 1400 
Oakland, CA 94612 
 
 
Subject: Investigation and Development of Regional Policy / Guidance on 

Diversions of Wet Weather Urban Runoff to the Sanitary Sewer  
 
Dear Bruce: 
 
This letter is written in the spirit of moving forward, if appropriate, to investigate 
the feasibility (including water quality benefits) of diverting urban runoff to 
existing sanitary sewer systems and POTW facilities.  While we embrace the 
philosophy within our existing Bay Area urban runoff programs that the best 
long-term solution is to control pollution at the source, there may be 
circumstances under which diverting urban runoff to sanitary sewers and 
ultimately to a POTW is appropriate. 

 
As you are aware, a number of cities in Southern California have installed “dry 
weather diversion” structures to help minimize certain dry weather flows from 
reaching beaches and to lessen public health concerns associated with the 
presence of pathogenic organisms.  It is our understanding that these structures 
are bypassed during wet weather and that some people believe that this practice 
may discourage source control efforts.  We understand that both the USEPA and 
the State Water Board are currently investigating the results of those dry weather 
diversion projects.  We look forward to seeing their results and where appropriate 
investigating the application of the results within the Bay Area. 
 
We understand that your staff has been meeting with staff from a few selected 
POTWs and stormwater programs to discuss the possibility of diverting wet 
weather (e.g., first flush1) urban runoff flows to the sanitary sewer system.  While 
we believe that this subject merits additional investigation, we believe that such 
an investigation needs to be done on a regional basis. 
 

                                                

 

 
1  As USEPA has stated, the existence of first flush should not be assumed in all cases, that the 

phenomenon has not been observed in some catchments that have undergone intensive 
monitoring, and that the existence of a first flush is critical to the design of stormwater pollution 
controls.  Further, review of the literature indicates that there is no one consistent definition of the 
term.  Published research conducted by the SCVURPPP is consistent with USEPA findings 
(Soller, J.; Stephenson, J.; Olivieri, K.; Downing, J.; and A. Olivieri. "Evaluation of seasonal scale 
first flush pollutant loading and implications for urban runoff management" Journal of 
Environmental Management, May 2005 (see journal website - in press). 



 

We would like to discuss the possibility of working with you and your staff as well as members 
from BACWA to investigate the key concepts and considerations needed to assess the benefits 
and costs of wet weather diversions.  We believe that a regional policy / guidance document 
could be a collaborative product from this endeavor and would significantly assist with the 
understanding and furthering of the potential concept.  In addition, we believe that this type of 
joint investigation is consistent with the overall intent of the Regional Water Board’s Mercury 
TMDL Basin Plan amendment.  
 
We would like to discuss the feasibility of the above approach with you at your upcoming 
meeting with the BASMAA Executive Board. 
 
If you have any questions please feel free to contact me at 925-313-2373 or Geoff Brosseau at 
650-365-8620. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Donald P. Freitas, Chair 
 
cc: Michele Plá, BACWA 

BASMAA Executive Board 
 

 


